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Regional News

Region II:  Kevin E. Keefe, Regional Director
(kkeefe@rvcc.raritanval.edu)
NJ, NY, PR, VI, Quebec

It is good to meet annually with people who perform
the same kinds of duties and to have the opportunity to
share information about projects. But, what I enjoy most
about attending the annual AIR forums is that I have
the opportunity to talk to people without explaining what
institutional researchers do and who they are! Thanks
to NCRP for granting me $800.00 to attend the 37th
AIR Forum in Orlando. This year’s forum had the largest
number of  attendees in the history of the AIR forums.

At this year’s forum, Dr. Yankosky and I were the
facilitators during a breakfast session entitled “Two
Methods of Automating Your Campus Fact Book.”  In
the past, I used to create a binder for all users of the
Fact Book (about 100 persons).  As data became
available, I asked the subscribers to insert new tables in
the appropriate section.  This year, my Fact Book was
created in WordPerf

corrections to the Fact Book at any time without having
to issue paper copies.

A second method is to send your file through your e-
mail system.  Everyone who has access to e-mail can
have access to the Fact Book as well.

The only limitation to publishing the Fact Book
electronically is that charts or graphics are very slow to
retrieve.  I found it advantageous to remove them so that
the Fact Book contains only WordPerfect tables.

Region III, Gohar Farahani, Regional Director
(Gohar_FARAHANI@FREDERICK.MD.US)

DE, DC, MD, PA, VA, WV

Members of the New Jersey County College Association
of Institutional Research and Planning met in Trenton
earlier this spring to develop a plan to determine the
number of credits that community college graduates
are able to transfer to four-year institutions.  Unlike
many states that have full-faith credit and articulation
agreements between two- and four-year public colleges,
New Jersey is behind in the implementation of a system
to measure transfer credits among all public institutions.
Even though the state maintains a student unit record
of enrollment (SURE), accuracy on the number of credits
that transfer to four-year state colleges is sometimes
difficult for community colleges to determine.

The members of CCAIR&P in New Jersey will conduct
research on five cohorts of community college graduates
from 1992 through 1996.  Any community college
graduate who is enrolled in a four-year state institution
will become part of this research population.  The study
calls for a report of the number of credits accepted
toward the four-year college degree by each of the 19
community colleges and all of the four-year public
institutions.  The results will enable the colleges to
determine the number of students who transfer, the
mean number of credits, and the range of credits
accepted toward the degree for each of the five
graduating cohorts.

After nine years, Alan Sturtz, Gateway Community-
Technical College, is stepping down as chair of the
Connecticut Community-Technical College system’s
Institutional Research Council.  Beginning July, 1997,
Corby Coperthwaite, Manchester Community-
Technical College, will be the new chair.  Margi Winters,
Tunxis Community-Technical College, will be the
council’s recorder.

The Community-Technical Colleges of Connecticut,
through initiatives from the Chancellor’s office, have
begun a strategic planning process that will focus on
institutional effectiveness and efficiency.  Members of
the institutional research council will be involved on
many of the subcommittees.

Region I: Mary Ellen Goldstein,
Regional Director

(mgoldstein@hcc.mass.edu)
CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT

Region IV: Patricia Windham, Regional Director
(Pat@DCC.firn.edu)

AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN

The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission is
currently developing the 1998 Master Plan for Florida
Postsecondary Education, which will serve as the basis
for the development of strategic plans by the Board of
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Institutional researchers from Arizona’s community
colleges and public universities met in Phoenix on May 1
to discuss student information sharing among the state’s
public institutions.  The participants were in agreement
that sharing would occur most expeditiously and most
efficiently if a single statewide student data base located
within a data warehouse were to be created and maintained
at a single location. They also agreed that they needed to
educate their CEOs as to the advantages of such a database
and to urge them to provide support for the system. At the
same meeting, the researchers initiated a discussion
concerning how to respond to the statewide Transfer
Articulation Committee’s request for a research design
to evaluate the state’s new transfer articulation framework,
which includes three new transfer degrees and other new
transfer options.

At its 35th Annual Research Conference, the RP Group,
the research and planning group for California
community college researchers and planners,
announced the following awards:

• James Barr and Richard A. Rasor at American River
College for “Institutional Effectiveness,”  published
every two years, covering access, survey findings,
assessment outcomes and relationship with grades,
student performance in subsequent courses, student
success by demography, persistence, transfer
productivity, and summary evaluations.

• Janis Cox Jones at Cosumnes River College for
“Inside Out: Accountability and Performance in the
California Community Colleges,” a report examining
three accountability/student performance models: 1) the
AB1725 legislative model; 2) the internal or “CC
FAMILY” model;  and 3) the external or “CC CRITICS”
model, containing a “cost per outcome” analysis for
transfer, occupational and remedial outcomes.
Performance-based funding is discussed as an option
for improvement.

• Peter B. Geltner at Santa Monica College for “Class
Success—Class Withdrawal,” studying the success of
students in classes and the withdrawal of students, for
16 variables.

• Janis Cox Jones and Brad Brazil at Cosumnes River
College for “From Accountability to Effectiveness: The
Student Flow Model Ten Years Later,” a paper
examining the development and change over time of
the Los Rios District’s Student Flow Research Model,
and its uses at the district and college levels for strategic,
academic and facilities planning. The report includes
the Enrollment Potential Projection Model (EPPM)
used in developing the successful proposal for the
district’s newest college, Folsom Lake.

Region IX: Lou Attinasi, Regional Director
(LATTINASI@pimacc.pima.edu)

AZ, CA, HI, NV, the Pacific Trust

On April 3, Pima Community College (PCC) and the
University of Arizona hosted the annual Arizona AIR
Conference.  Held on the new PCC campus in Tucson,
the event drew nearly 70 participants from across the
state.  Dr. Robert Jensen, PCC Chancellor gave the
keynote speech.  Describing the diversity of the Arizona
demographic, geographic, and political landscapes, Dr.
Jensen called upon institutional researchers to provide
leadership to Arizona’s institutions of higher education
in responding to this diversity.  Other highlights of the
conference were demonstrations by university
representatives of the data warehouse approach to
providing information for decision makers, a panel
discussion focusing on higher education accountability
within the context of state mandates, and a presentation
on transfer readiness and post-transfer success presented
by Dr. Ellen McGregor, a research analyst in PCC’s
Office of Institutional Research.  Dr. McGregor’s
presentation was based on her recently completed
AACC/Sloan Foundation sponsored study.

As always, I attended some very good sessions and was
able to absorb some new ways of looking at data.  I
enjoyed the Forum.

You may want to look at the definitions for the data
required on the Graduation Rate Survey.  Some have
been redone and others added.  NCES has finally started
to recognize the diversity of missions and students
served by community colleges.  Some issues remain,
but we are much better off now than we were when this
survey was first suggested.  Thanks to those community
college folks who have helped NCES realize this.

NCRP has some real formidable challenges for the future.
Representing community colleges at such meetings as
the AIR Forum is very important and should continue.
Community colleges do so much and with the expanding
role of the community college researcher, I can see a need
for an NCRP Forum in the future.

Thanks to Dr. Scott Parke who worked so diligently
leading NCRP to reach so many of its goals this past
year.  I enjoyed working with him.  Thanks to all who
work to make NCRP such a great organization.  Katrin
has some big shoes to fill and will do wonderfully in
her new leadership role.

I hope to serve NCRP again in a leadership capacity in
the near future.  Happy data diddling!




